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Allude to It! 

‘I’ve gotten to be a terrible pessimist about things. Have you 
read ‘The Rise of the Coloured Empires’ by this man 
Goddard?’… ‘Well, it’s a fine book, and everybody ought to 
read it. The idea is if we don’t look out the white race will be—
will be utterly submerged. It’s all scientific stuff; it’s been 
proved.’

When Nick goes over to Daisy and Tom’s house, Tom talks 
about how the white race is superior and how “if we don’t look 
out the white race will be—will be utterly submerged.” 
Fitzgerald uses this allusion to the ‘The Rise of the Colored 
Empire’ so we get a racist impression of Tom Buchanan, and 
we understand that in the 1920’s, many held a strong ‘white 
supremacy’ belief. Black people were treated as ‘lower class 
citizens’ even though the ‘American dream’ was supposed to 
mean that anyone can do anything. The Rise of the Coloured 
Empires is a book published in 1920, so around the time the 
story took place, and it is about the collapse of a white world 
empire. Tom is worried that this would come true and so 
“everybody ought to read it.” From this allusion, we have an 
impression that Tom thinks that he is the top of the top, and he 
wont give a ‘care in the world’ to anyone else. This relates to 
Nick’s statement at the end of the book where he says “They 
were careless people, Tom and Daisy—they smashed up 
things and creatures and then retreated back into their money 
or their vast carelessness or whatever it was that kept them 
together, and let other people clean up the mess they had 
made…”. Overall, this allusion helps us to understand the 
levels of class in the novel and how the characters who are ‘on 
top’ are defensive of their position. This adds another layer to 
our understanding of the American Dream and Fitzgerald’s 
opinion that it is a myth as it is clear that the high class lifestyle 
it offers is not accessible to everyone due to racism and the 
social class structure. 
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A relevant extract fro the text is 
identified and given. 

The social background to the 
allusion is offered. The 

understanding of the text being 
alluded to is made clear. 

The explanation about the 
character development that 
comes from this allusion is 

commented on throughout the 
paragraph. 

The wider idea of the novel is 
commented on and the meaning 
created by the allusion on a full 

text level is established. 
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